264) Lieut.-Col. H. Irby on an apparently 


mage, it is as impossible to state to what species it belongs, 
with any certainty, as to accept it as representing some here- 
tofore unknown or undescribed form. The specimen was pro- 
cured also by Natterer, at Matagrosso. 

I desire to take this opportunity of thanking Herr von 
Pelzeln for his kindness in loaning me these types, and en- 
abling me to make comparisons, and thus to obtain more cor- 
rect ideas of these specimens than is possible from any de- 
scription. 


THALURANIA LERCHI. 

Besides the types above described, I have lately succeeded 
in adding to my collection the unique type of Thalurania 
lerchi, Muls. & Verr. Ann. Linn. Soc. Lyons (1868). This 
was also placed, in the review of this genus (Ibis, 1873, p. 360), 
among the undetermined species; and I now find that it is 
in no way allied to Thalurania, but constitutes a very distinct 
species of the genus Hucephala, differing from all others in 
having the upper part of the head a beautiful blue, and must 
be hereafter known as Hucephala lerchi. Itis stated to have 
been obtained in Columbia. 


XXX.—WNotice of an apparently undescribed Species of Corvus 
from Tangier. By Ineut.-Col. Howarp Irsy. 


CORVUS TINGITANUS, N. Sp. 


C. C. affini, Rüpp., similis, sed rostro crassiore et setis ric- 
talibus antrorsum directis nec posticè recurvatis, necnon 
colore alarum extus plus minusve ferrugineo distin- 
guendus: long. tota 18:5, ale 14:5, caudæ 8, tarsi 2'5, 
rostri a rictu 2°5. 

Hab. prope urbem Tingem in imperio Mauritanico. 


During a recent visit to Tangier, it appeared to me that 
the small Raven there, hitherto considered to be the European 
species, Corvus corax, was quite distinct from that bird, the 
note or, rather, croak being quite different, This difference, 
difficult to describe, is easily noticed when heard, the note 
not being so hoarse; further, its gregarious habits, as many 
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as a hundred sometimes being seen on the wing at once, are 
quite opposed to those of our Common Raven*. 

Upon shooting one, it was obviously not that species, which, 
by the way, is, as far as I have been able to observe, the only 


ao 


i nS -~ 


Raven inhabiting the European side of the Straits of Gibraltar, 
including ‘‘ the rock ” itself. As above, this bird, which I pro- 
pose to call téngitanus, closely resembles C. affinis, except that 
the bristles which cover the nostrils are placed horizontally in 
C. tingitanus, and are upright or vertical in C. affinis. Mr. 
Sharpe kindly compared the five skins of the latter bird which 
are in the British Museum with those of C. tingitanus; and 
we found the same difference in all the specimens of C. affinis 
from various localities, all obtained by separate collectors. 
This difference is also shown in Ruppell’s plate of the head of 
C. affinis (vol. i. pl. 10. fig. 2). 

In colour these birds from Tangier vary much in the 
amount of the rusty brown, which, in the adult bird, covers 
the whole of the upper surface of the wings, particularly the 
secondaries ; sometimes the tail is also tinged with brown. 
In all of them there is a trace of brown on the wings. 

This Raven is excessively abundant around Tangier and in 
the low flat country which I have visited m Morocco, but does 
not appear so much to frequent high mountainous districts. 


* [But see This, 1859, p. 8512. The Algerian Raven here referred to 
may be the same as the Tangier bird.—Eb. | 
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Outside Tangier flocks of them may be seen feeding on the 
refuse which is carried from the town and thrown down on 
the sea-shore. Exceedingly tame to the natives, being viewed 
with superstitious awe by the Moors, they are wide awake 
to the European, especially if he carries a gun; and I found 
great difficulty in shooting them, except at the nest, which, 
constructed of sticks, neatly lined with grass and small roois, 
is built in clefts of rocks, on trees and low bushes. One nest 
which I saw was fixed in the crook or angle formed by a dead 
flowering stalk of the aloe, which had fallen across another 
stalk in full flower. The eggs, usually laid about the 20th of 
April, vary in number from five to seven, and, like those of 
others of the Crow tribe, differ much in the markings. 

The followmg are the measurements of five specimens of 
C. tingitanus, shot near Tangier, compared with one specimen 
of C. corax, shot near Tarifa, on the Spanish side of the 
Straits :— 


Wato 2 STE 4,9. 5, 9. C corax. 


Total length.... 18 183 193 183 20 243 
Wing... 143 163 133 14 15 192 
Tale ounce T4 8 8 2 9 10 
Peak Sager eed 5. 28 4 i 24 3 
Marsu 8 Ye 24 3 4 23 


XXXI..—Notes on Chinese Ornithology. By R. SWINHOE. 
(Plate X.) 


In the last number of ‘The Ibis’ for 1873 was published a 
letter from myself at Shanghai, in which I stated that I had 
procured in the market a Circus cineraceus in immature plu- 
mage. On my return to England I reexamined this Hawk, 
and made it out to be, with Mr. R. B. Sharpe’s assistance, 
the immature of 


CIRCUS MELANOLEUCUs (Gm.), 
and wrote to the Editor of ‘The Ibis,’ correcting my mis- 
take (Ibis, 1873, p. 864). Mr. Gurney agrees in my pre- 
sent identification; and with the Editor’s kind permission, 


